
H I S TO R I C A L  Class Act 
By Jerry Craft 

Eighth grader Drew Ellis is no stranger to the saying "You have 
to work twice as hard to be just as good." His grandmother has 
reminded him his entire life. But what if he works ten times as 
hard and still isn't afforded the same opportunities that his privi-
leged classmates at the Riverdale Academy Day School take for 
granted? Teen Graphic Craft Forever This Summer 

By Leslie C. Youngblood 
Georgie wants to help out at the once famous family diner 
that served celebrities like the Jackson 5 and the Supremes, 
but everyone is too busy to show her the ropes and Mama 
is treating her like a baby, not letting her leave her sight. 
When she finally gets permission to leave on her own, 
Georgie makes friends with Markie--a foster kid who'd 
been under Aunt Elvie's care--who has a limb difference 
and a huge attitude.  

Love Like Sky 
By Leslie C. Youngblood 

G-baby and her younger sister, Peaches, are still getting 
used to their 'blended-up' family. They live with Mama and 
Frank out in the suburbs, and they haven't seen their real 
daddy much since he married Millicent. G-baby misses her 
best friend back in Atlanta, and is crushed that her glamor-
ous new stepsister, Tangie, wants nothing to do with her.  

Betty Before X 
By Ilyasah Shabazz 

In Detroit, 1945, eleven-year-old Betty's house doesn't 
quite feel like home. She believes her mother loves her, but 
she can't shake the feeling that her mother 
doesn't want her. Church helps those worries fade, if only 
for a little while. The singing, the preaching, the speeches 
from guest activists like Paul Robeson and Thurgood Mar-
shall stir African Americans in her community to stand up 
for their rights. Betty quickly finds confidence and purpose 
in volunteering for the Housewives League, an organization 
that supports black-owned businesses. Soon, the American 
civil rights icon we now know as Dr. Betty Shabazz is born.  

Brown Girl Dreaming 
By Jacqueline Woodson 

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always 
felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares 
what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 
1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and 
her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement.  

Bud, Not Buddy 
By Christopher Paul Curtis  

It's 1936, in Flint Michigan. Times may be hard, and ten-
year-old Bud may be a motherless boy on the run, but Bud's 
got a few things going for him: 1. He has his own suitcase 
full of special things. 2. He's the author of Bud Caldwell's 
Rules and Things for Having a Funner Life and Making a 
Better Liar Out of Yourself. 3. His momma never told him 
who his father was, but she left a clue: flyers. springville library  

Becoming: Adapted for Young Readers 
By Michelle Obama 

Michelle Robinson was born on the South Side of Chicago. From 
her modest beginnings, she would become Michelle Obama, the 
inspiring and powerful First Lady of the United States, when her 
husband, Barack Obama, was elected the forty-fourth president. 
They would be the first Black First Family in the White House 
and serve the country for two terms. J Biograph Obama 
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NONFICTION/GRAPHIC NOVELS 

Miles Morales: Shock Waves 
By Justin A. Reynolds 

Miles Morales is a normal kid who happens to juggle school 
at Brooklyn Visions Academy while swinging through the 
streets of Brooklyn as Spider-Man. After a disastrous earth-
quake strikes his mother's birthplace of Puerto Rico, Miles 
springs into action to help set up a fundraiser for the devas-
tated island. But when a new student's father goes missing, 
Miles begins to make connections between the disappear-
ance and a giant corporation sponsoring Miles' fundraiser. 
Who is behind the disappearance, and how does that relate 
to Spider-Man? J Graphic Spider (also in Teen Graphic) 

New Kid 
By Jerry Craft 

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing car-
toons about his life. But instead of sending him to the art school of his 
dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known 
for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his 
entire grade. Teen Graphic Craft 
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A Good Kind of Trouble 
By Lisa Ramee 

Twelve-year-old Shayla is allergic to trouble. All she wants to 
do is to follow the rules. (Oh, and she'd also like to make it 
through seventh grade with her best friendships intact, learn to 
run track, and have a cute boy see past her giant forehead.) But 
in junior high, it's like all the rules have changed. Now she's sud-
denly questioning who her best friends are and some people at 
school are saying she's not black enough. Wait, what? Shay's 
sister, Hana, is involved in Black Lives Matter, but Shay doesn't 
think that's for her. After experiencing a powerful protest, 
though, Shay decides some rules are worth breaking. She starts 
wearing an armband to school in support of the Black Lives 
movement. Soon everyone is taking sides. And she is given an 
ultimatum. 

Last Last-Day-of-Summer 
By Lamar Giles 

Otto and Sheed are the local sleuths in their zany Virginia 
town, masters of unraveling mischief using their unmatched 
powers of deduction. And as the summer winds down and 
the first day of school looms, the boys are craving just a 
little bit more time for fun, even as they bicker over what 
kind of fun they want to have. That is, until a mysterious 
man appears with a camera that literally freezes time. Now, 
with the help of some very strange people and even 
stranger creatures, Otto and Sheed will have to put aside 
their differences to save their town--and each other--before 
time stops for good.  

Harbor Me 
By Jacqueline Woodson 

It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat--by 
themselves, with no adults to listen in. There, in the room 
they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for "A Room to Talk"), 
they discover it's safe to talk about what's bothering them--
everything from Esteban's father's deportation and Haley's 
father's incarceration to Amari's fears of racial profiling and 
Ashton's adjustment to his changing family fortunes. When 
the six are together, they can express the feelings and fears 
they have to hide from the rest of the world. And together, 
they can grow braver and more ready for the rest of their 
lives.  

One Crazy Summer 
By Rita Williams-Garcia 

In One Crazy Summer, eleven-year-old Delphine is like a 
mother to her two younger sisters, Vonetta and Fern. She's 
had to be, ever since their mother, Cecile, left them seven 
years ago for a radical new life in California. But when the 
sisters arrive from Brooklyn to spend the summer with their 
mother, Cecile is nothing like they imagined.  

The Season of Styx Malone 
By Kekla Magoon 

Caleb Franklin and his big brother Bobby Gene are excited to have 
adventures in the woods behind their house. But Caleb dreams of 
venturing beyond their ordinary small town. Then Caleb and Bobby 
Gene meet new neighbor Styx Malone.  

 

Ghost Boys 
By Jewell Parker Rhodes 
Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mis-
takes his toy gun for a real threat. As a ghost, he observes 
the devastation that's been unleashed on his family and 
community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and 
brutal killing. Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett 
Till, a boy from a very different time but similar circumstanc-
es. Emmett helps Jerome process what has happened, on a 
journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have 
led to the events that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sa-
rah, the daughter of the police officer, who grapples with 
her father's actions.  

The Crossover 
By Kwame Alexander 

"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZ-
ZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz 
tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year 
old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome 
on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, 
he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse. 
Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on 
and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a 
terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a 
game-changer for the entire family.  

Hurricane Child 
By Kheryn Callender 

Caroline Murphy is a Hurricane Child. Being born during a 
hurricane is unlucky, and twelve-year-old Caroline has had 
her share of bad luck lately. She's hated and bullied by eve-
ryone in her small school on St. Thomas of the US Virgin 
Islands, a spirit only she can see won't stop following her, 
and -- worst of all -- Caroline's mother left home one day 
and never came back. But when a new student named Ka-
linda arrives, Caroline's luck begins to turn around.   

Genesis Begins Again 
By Alicia Williams 

There are ninety-six things Genesis hates about herself. She 
knows the exact number because she keeps a list. Like #95: 
Because her skin is so dark, people call her charcoal and 
eggplant--even her own family. And #61: Because her fami-
ly is always being put out of their house, belongings laid out 
on the sidewalk for the world to see. When your dad is a 
gambling addict and loses the rent money every month, 
eviction is a regular occurrence.  

Ghost 
By Jason Reynolds  

Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different 
backgrounds with personalities that are explosive when they 
clash. But they are also four kids chosen for an elite middle 
school track team--a team that could qualify them for the 
Junior Olympics if they can get their acts together. They all 
have a lot to lose, but they also have a lot to prove, not only 
to each other, but to themselves.  

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the 
Sky 
By Kwame Mbalia 

Seventh grader Tristan Strong feels anything but strong 
ever since he failed to save his best friend when they were in 
a bus accident together. All he has left of Eddie is the jour-
nal his friend wrote stories in. Tristan is dreading the month 
he's going to spend on his grandparents' farm in Alabama, 
where he's being sent to heal from the tragedy.  

The Jumbies 
By Tracey Baptiste 

Corinne La Mer claims she isn't afraid of anything. Not scor-
pions, not the boys who tease her, and certainly not jum-
bies. They're just tricksters made up by parents to frighten 
their children. Then one night Corinne chases an agouti all 
the way into the forbidden forest, and shining yellow eyes 
follow her to the edge of the trees. They couldn't belong to 
a jumbie. Or could they?  

The Stars Beneath Our Feet 
By David Barclay Moore 

It's Christmas Eve in Harlem, but twelve-year-old Lolly 
Rachpaul and his mom aren't celebrating. They're still reel-
ing from his older brother's death in a gang-related shoot-
ing just a few months earlier. Then Lolly's mother's girlfriend 
brings him a gift that will change everything- two enormous 
bags filled with Legos. Lolly's always loved Legos, and he 
prides himself on following the kit instructions exactly. Now, 
faced with a pile of building blocks and no instructions, Lolly 
must find his own way forward.  
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