
H I S TO R I C A L  I Am Malala 
By Malala Yousafzai 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, 
one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and 
fought for her right to an education.  
On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost 
paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank 
range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected 
her to survive.  
Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an ex-
traordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to 
the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she be-
came a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest 
nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. Biography Yousafza  

It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel 
By Firoozeh Dumas 
Zomorod (Cindy) Yousefzadeh is the new kid on the block . . 
. for the fourth time. California's Newport Beach is her fami-
ly's latest perch, and she's determined to shuck her brainy 
loner persona and start afresh with a new Brady Bunch 
name--Cindy. It's the late 1970s, and fitting in becomes 
more difficult as Iran makes U.S. headlines with protests, 
revolution, and finally the taking of American hostages. 
Even mood rings and puka shell necklaces can't distract 
Cindy from the anti-Iran sentiments that creep way too 
close to home.  

Amina’s Voice 
By Hena Khan 

Amina has never been comfortable in the spotlight. She is 
happy just hanging out with her best friend, Soojin. Except 
now that she's in middle school everything feels different. 
Soojin is suddenly hanging out with Emily, one of the "cool" 
girls in the class, and even talking about changing her name 
to something more "American." Does Amina need to start 
changing too? Or hiding who she is to fit in? While Amina 
grapples with these questions, she is devastated when her 
local mosque is vandalized.  

Other Words for Home 
By Jasmine Warga 

Jude never thought she'd be leaving her beloved older 
brother and father behind, all the way across the ocean in 
Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming 
volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati 
with relatives.  

The Turtle of Oman 
By Naomi Shihab Nye 

Aref Al-Amri does not want to leave Oman. He does not 
want to leave his elementary school, his friends, or his be-
loved grandfather, Siddi. He does not want to live in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, where his parents will go to graduate 
school. His mother is desperate for him to pack his suitcase, 
but he refuses. Finally, she calls Siddi for help. But rather 
than pack, Aref and Siddi go on a series of adventures. They 
visit the camp of a thousand stars deep in the desert, they 
sleep on Siddi's roof, they fish in the Gulf of Oman and 
dream about going to India, and they travel to the nature 
reserve to watch the sea turtles. At each stop, Siddi finds a 
small stone that he later slips into Aref's suitcase--
mementos of home.  
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Proud: Living My American Dream 
By  Ibtihaj Muhammad 

At the 2016 Olympic Games, Ibtihaj Muhammad smashed barri-
ers as the first American to compete wearing hijab, and she 
made history as the first Muslim American woman to win a med-
al. But before she was an Olympian, activist, and entrepreneur, 
Ibtihaj was a young outsider trying to find her place.   
J Biography Muhammad 
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Ms. Marvel 
By G. Willow Wilson 

Who is the Inventor, and what does he want with the all-new 
Ms. Marvel and all her friends? Maybe Wolverine can help! 
Kamala may be fan-girling out when her favourite (okay 
maybe Top Five) super hero shows up, but that won't stop 
her from protecting her hometown. Then, Kamala crosses 
paths with Inhumanity for the first time - by meeting the 
royal dog, Lockjaw! Every girl wants a puppy, but this one 
may be too much of a handful, even for a super hero with 
embiggening powers. Teen Graphic Marvel 
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Ahmed Aziz's Epic Year 
By Nina Hamza 

Ahmed Aziz is having an epic year--epically bad. After his 
dad gets sick, the family moves from Hawaii to Minnesota 
for his dad's treatment. Even though his dad grew up there, 
Ahmed can't imagine a worse place to live. He's one of the 
only brown kids in his school. And as a proud slacker, Ah-
med doesn't want to deal with expectations from his new 
teachers. 

More to the Story 
By Hena Khan 

When Jameela Mirza is picked to be feature editor of her 
middle school newspaper, she's one step closer to being an 
award-winning journalist like her late grandfather. The prob-
lem is her editor-in-chief keeps shooting down her article 
ideas. Jameela's assigned to write about the new boy in 
school, who has a cool British accent but doesn't share 
much, and wonders how she'll make his story gripping 
enough to enter into a national media contest.  

A Thousand Questions 
By Saadia Faruqi 

Mimi is not thrilled to be spending her summer in Karachi, Pakistan, 
with grandparents she's never met. Secretly, she wishes to find her 
long-absent father, and plans to write to him in her beautiful new 
journal.  

Escape from Aleppo 
By N.H. Senzai 

Nadia stands at the center of attention in her parents' ele-
gant dining room. This is the best day of my life, she thinks. 
Everyone is about to sing "Happy Birthday," when her uncle 
calls from the living room, "Baba, brothers, you need to see 
this." Reluctantly, she follows her family into the other room. 
On TV, a reporter stands near an overturned vegetable cart 
on a dusty street. Beside it is a mound of smoldering ashes. 
The reporter explains that a vegetable vendor in the city of 
Tunis burned himself alive, protesting corrupt government 
officials who have been harassing his business.  

Once Upon an Eid 
By S.K. Ali 
Once Upon an Eid is a collection of short stories that show-
cases the most brilliant Muslim voices writing today, all 
about the most joyful holiday of the year: Eid! Eid: The short, 
single-syllable word conjures up a variety of feelings and 
memories for Muslims. Maybe it's waking up to the sound of 
frying samosas or the comfort of bean pie, maybe it's the 
pleasure of putting on a new outfit for Eid prayers, or may-
be it's the gift giving and holiday parties to come that day. 
Whatever it may be, for those who cherish this day of cele-
bration, the emotional responses may be summed up in 
another short and sweet word: joy. The anthology will also 
include a poem, graphic-novel chapter, and spot illustra-
tions.  eBook 

Amal Unbound 
By Aisha Saeed 

Life is quiet and ordinary in Amal's Pakistani village, but she 
had no complaints, and besides, she's busy pursuing her 
dream of becoming a teacher one day. Her dreams are tem-
porarily dashed when--as the eldest daughter--she must 
stay home from school to take care of her siblings. Amal is 
upset, but she doesn't lose hope and finds ways to continue 
learning. Then the unimaginable happens--after an acci-
dental run-in with the son of her village's corrupt landlord, 
Amal must work as his family's servant to pay off her own 
family's debt.  

The Red Pencil 
By Andrea Davis Pinkney 

Finally, Amira is twelve. Old enough to wear a toob, old 
enough for new responsibilities. And maybe old enough to 
go to school in Nyala -- Amira's one true dream. But life in 
her peaceful Sudanese village is shattered when the 
Janjaweed arrive. The terrifying attackers ravage the town 
and unleash unspeakable horrors. After she loses nearly 
everything, Amira needs to dig deep within herself to find 
the strength to make the long journey -- on foot -- to safety 
at a refugee camp. Her days are tough at the camp, until the 
gift of a simple red pencil opens her mind -- and all kinds of 
possibilities. 

The Breadwinner 
By Deborah Ellis  

Eleven-year-old Parvana lives with her family in one room of 
a bombed-out apartment building in Kabul, Afghanistan's 
capital city. Parvana's father -- a history teacher until his 
school was bombed and his health destroyed -- works from 
a blanket on the ground in the marketplace, reading letters 
for people who cannot read or write. One day, he is arrested 
for the crime of having a foreign education, and the family is 
left without someone who can earn money or even shop for 
food. As conditions for the family grow desperate, only one 
solution emerges. Forbidden to earn money as a girl, Par-
vana must transform herself into a boy, and become the 
breadwinner.  

A Place at the Table 
By Saadia Faruqi 

Sixth graders Sara and Elizabeth could not be more differ-
ent. Sara is at a new school that is completely unlike the 
small Islamic school she used to attend. Elizabeth has her 
own problems: her British mum has been struggling with 
depression. The girls meet in an after-school South Asian 
cooking class, which Elizabeth takes because her mom has 
stopped cooking, and which Sara, who hates to cook, is 
forced to attend because her mother is the teacher. The 
girls form a shaky alliance thatgradually deepens, and they 
make plans to create the most amazing, mouth-watering 
cross-cultural dish together and win a spot on a local food 
show. They make good cooking partners . . . but can they 
learn to trust each other enough to become true friends?   

Unsettled 
By Reem Faruqi 

When her family moves from Pakistan to Peachtree City, all 
Nurah wants is to blend in, yet she stands out for all the 
wrong reasons. Nurah's accent, floral-print kurtas, and tea-
colored skin make her feel excluded, until she meets Stahr 
at swimming tryouts. And in the water Nurah doesn't want 
to blend in. She wants to win medals like her star athlete 
brother, Owais--who is going through struggles of his own 
in the U.S. Yet when sibling rivalry gets in the way, she 
makes a split-second decision of betrayal that changes 
their fates. eAudiobook 

Meet Yasmin! 
By Saadia Faruqi 

Yasmin is a spirited second-grader who's always on the lookout for 
those "aha" moments to help her solve life's little problems. Taking 
inspiration from her surroundings and her big imagination, she boldly 
faces any situation, assuming her imagination doesn't get too big, of 
course! A creative thinker and curious explorer, Yasmin and her multi-
generational Pakistani American family will delight and inspire read-
ers.   

City of the Plague God 
By Sarwat Chadda 

Thirteen-year-old Sik wants a simple life going to school and helping 
at his parents' deli in the evenings. But all that is blown to smither-
eens when Nergal comes looking for him, thinking that Sik holds the 
secret to eternal life.Turns out Sik is immortal but doesn't know it, 
and that's about to get him and the entire city into deep, deep trou-
ble. Sik's not in this alone. He's got Belet, the adopted daughter of 
Ishtar, the goddess of love and war, on his side, and a former hero 
named Gilgamesh, who has taken up gardening in Central Park.  
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