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El Deafo 
By Cece Bell 

Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going 
to school and making new friends while wearing a bulky hearing 
aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! J Graph-
ic Bell 

The Oracle Code 
By Marieke Nijkamp 

After a gunshot leaves her paralyzed, Barbara Gordon enters the 
Arkham Center for Independence, where Gotham's teens under-
go physical and mental rehabilitation. Now using a wheelchair, 
Barbara must adapt to a new normal, but she cannot shake the 
feeling that something is dangerously amiss. Within these walls, 
strange sounds escape at night; patients go missing; and Barba-
ra begins to put together pieces of what she believes to be a 
larger puzzle. Teen Graphic DC Comic  

Show Me a Sign 
By AnneClare LeZotte 

Deaf author Ann Clare LeZotte weaves a riveting story in-
spired by the true history of a thriving deaf community on 
Martha's Vineyard in the early 19th century. This piercing 
exploration of ableism, racism, and colonialism will inspire 
readers to examine core beliefs and question what is con-
sidered normal.  

Insignificant Events in the Life of A Cactus  
By Dusti Bowling 
Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an 
alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire in Tanzania, but the 
truth is she was born without them. And when her parents 
take a job running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown western 
theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the 
country knowing that she'll have to answer the question 
over and over again. Her new life takes an unexpected turn 
when she bonds with Connor, a classmate who also feels 
isolated because of his own disability, and they discover a 
room at Stagecoach Pass that holds bigger secrets than 
Aven ever could have imagined. It's hard to solve a mystery, 
help a friend, and face your worst fears. But Aven's about to 
discover she can do it all . . . even without arms.  

Out of My Mind 
By Sharon M .Draper 

Eleven-year-old Melody is not like most people. She can't 
walk. She can't talk. She can't write. All because she has 
cerebral palsy. But she also has a photographic memory; 
she can remember every detail of everything she has ever 
experienced. She's the smartest kid in her whole school, but 
NO ONE knows it. Most people--her teachers, her doctors, 
her classmates--dismiss her as mentally challenged because 
she can't tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be de-
fined by her disability. And she's determined to let everyone 
know it...somehow.  

Wonderstruck 
By Brian Selznick  

Ben and Rose secretly wish their lives were different. Ben 
longs for the father he has never known. Rose dreams of a 
mysterious actress whose life she chronicles in a scrapbook. 
When Ben discovers a puzzling clue in his mother's room 
and Rose reads an enticing headline in the newspaper, both 
children set out alone on desperate quests to find what they 
are missing.  

springville library  

Stargazing 
By Jen Wang 

Moon is everything Christine isn't. She's confident, impulsive, 
artistic . . . and though they both grew up in the same Chinese-
American suburb, Moon is somehow unlike anyone Christine has 
ever known. But after Moon moves in next door, these unlikely 
friends are soon best friends, sharing their favorite music videos 
and painting their toenails when Christine's strict parents aren't 
around. Moon even tells Christine her deepest secret: that she 
has visions, sometimes, of celestial beings who speak to her from 
the stars. Who reassure her that earth isn't where 
she really belongs. J Graphic Wang 

M I D D L E  G R A D E  

C H A R A C T E R S  W I T H  
D I S A B I L I T I E S  

GRAPHIC NOVELS 

The World Ends in April 
By Stacy McAnulty 

Eleanor Dross knows a thing or two about the end of the world, 
thanks to a survivalist grandfather who stockpiles freeze-dried 
food and supplies--just in case. So when she reads about a Har-
vard scientist's prediction that an asteroid will strike Earth in 
April, Eleanor knows her family will be prepared. Her classmates? 
They're on their own! 

https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=236763738&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=911585211&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=947974521&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=804760145&currentIndex=1&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=923005944&currentIndex=3&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=71622835&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=788459613&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=775443830&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab


Song for a Whale 
By Lynne Kelly 

From fixing the class computer to repairing old radios, 
twelve-year-old Iris is a tech genius. But she's the only deaf 
person in her school, so people often treat her like she's not 
very smart. If you've ever felt like no one was listening to 
you, then you know how hard that can be. When she learns 
about Blue 55, a real whale who is unable to speak to other 
whales, Iris understands how he must feel. Then she has an 
idea: she should invent a way to "sing" to him! But he's three 
thousand miles away. How will she play her song for him?  

The Meaning of Maggie 
By Megan Jean Sovern 

As befits a future President of the United States of 
America, Maggie Mayfield has decided to write a 
memoir of the past year of her life. And what a ban-
ner year it's been! During this period she's Student of 
the Month on a regular basis, an official shareholder 
of Coca-Cola stock, and defending Science Fair 
champion. Most importantly, though, this is the year 
Maggie has to pull up her bootstraps (the family mot-
to) and finally learn why her cool-dude dad is in a 
wheelchair, no matter how scary that is.   

Freak the Mighty 
By W.R. Philbrick 

This is a powerful story of a unique friendship between a 
troubled, oversized boy and the tiny, physically challenged 
genius who proves that courage comes in all sizes. This sim-
ple yet timeless story explores many themes, including bul-
lying--an important topic in today's schools. Teen Philbrick 

Cyclone 
By Doreen Cronin 

Riding the Cyclone, the world famous Coney Island roller-
coaster, was supposed to be the highlight of Nora's sum-
mer. But right after they disembark, Nora's cousin Riley 
falls to the ground...and doesn't get up. Nora had begged 
and dragged Riley onto the ride, and no matter what the 
doctors say, that she had a heart condition, that it could 
have happened at any time, Nora knows it was her fault. 
Then, as Riley comes out of her coma, she's not really Riley 
at all. The cousin who used to be loud and funny and un-
afraid now can't talk, let alone go to the bathroom by her-
self. No, she's only 10% Riley. Nora, guilt eating her up on 
the inside worse than a Coney Island hotdog, thinks she 
knows how to help. How to get 100% Riley back.  

A Blind Guide to Stinkville 
By Beth Vrabel 

Before Stinkville, Alice didn't think albinism--or the blind-
ness that goes with it--was a big deal. Sure, she uses a mag-
nifier to read books. And a cane keeps her from bruising her 
hips on tables. Putting on sunscreen and always wearing a 
hat are just part of life. But life has always been like this for 
Alice. Until Stinkville. For the first time in her life, Alice feels 
different--like she's at a disadvantage. Back in her old 
neighborhood in Seattle, everyone knew Alice, and Alice 
knew her way around. In Stinkville, Alice finds herself floun-
dering--she can't even get to the library on her own.   

The Chance to Fly (ebook) 
By Ali Stroker 

Thirteen-year-old Nat Beacon loves a lot of things: 
her dog Warbucks, her best friend Chloe, and com-
peting on her wheelchair racing team, the Zoomers, 
to name a few. But there's one thing she's absolutely 
OBSESSED with: MUSICALS! From Hamilton to Les 
Mis, there's not a cast album she hasn't memorized 
and belted along to. She's never actually been in a 
musical though, or even seen an actor who uses a 
wheelchair for mobility on stage. Would someone like 
Nat ever get cast?  

Rules 
By Cynthia Lord 
Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is 
near impossible when you have a brother with autism and a 
family that revolves around his disability. She's spent years 
trying to teach David the rules-from "a peach is not a funny-
looking apple" to "keep your pants on in public"-in order to 
stop his embarrassing behaviors. But the summer Catherine 
meets Jason, a paraplegic boy, and Kristi, the next-door 
friend she's always wished for, it's her own shocking behav-
ior that turns everything upside down and forces her to ask: 
What is normal?  

The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle  
By Leslie Connor 

Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in his 
grade, and everyone knows he can barely read or 
write. Mason's learning disabilities are compounded 
by grief. Fifteen months ago, Mason's best friend, 
Benny Kilmartin, turned up dead in the Buttle family's 
orchard. An investigation drags on, and Mason, hon-
est as the day is long, can't understand why Lieuten-
ant Baird won't believe the story Mason has told 
about that day. 

Firegirl 
By Tony Abbott 

A middle school boy's life is changed when Jessica, a 
girl disfigured by burns, starts attending his Catholic 
school while receiving treatment at a local hospital.  
Teen Abbott 

You Don't Know Everything, Jilly P!  
By Alex Gino 

Jilly thinks she's figured out how life works. But when her 
sister, Emma, is born deaf, she realizes how much she still 
has to learn. The world is going to treat Jilly, who is white 
and hearing, differently from Emma,just as it will treat them 
both differently from their Black cousins.A big fantasy read-
er, Jilly makes a connection online withanother fantasy fan, 
Derek, who is a Deaf, Black ASL user. She goes to Derek for 
help with Emma but doesn't always know the best way or 
time to ask for it.As she and Derek meet in person, have 
some really fun conversations, and become friends, Jilly 
makes some mistakes . . . but comes to understand that it's 
up to her, not Derek to figure out how to do better next time
--especially when she wants to be there for Derek the most.   

Roll With It 
By Jamie Sumner  

Ellie's a girl who tells it like it is. That surprises some people, 
who see a kid in a wheelchair and think she's going to be all 
sunshine and cuddles. The thing is, Ellie has big dreams: She 
might be eating Stouffer's for dinner, but one day she's 
going to be a professional baker. If she's not writing fan 
letters to her favorite celebrity chefs, she's practicing reci-
pes on her well-meaning, if overworked, mother.  

Wink 
By Rob Harrell 

Ross Maloy just wants to be a normal seventh grader. 
He doesn't want to lose his hair, or wear a weird hat, 
or deal with the disappearing friends who don't know 
what to say to "the cancer kid." But with his recent 
diagnosis of a rare eye cancer, blending in is off the 
table.  

The War That Saved My Life 
By Kimberly Baker 

Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. 
Her mother is too humiliated by Ada's twisted foot to let her 
outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of 
London to escape the war, Ada doesn't waste a minute--she 
sneaks out to join him.  

https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=623903583&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=209230500&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=365165549&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=461464923&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=292990165&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=969420959&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=2275163&currentIndex=2&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=531357272&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=2089862&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=597830206&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=842732364&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=842728562&currentIndex=1&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://library.springville.org/#section=resource&resourceid=760547363&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab

