Mockingbird
By Kathryn Erskine

Caitlin has Asperger's. The world according to her is black
and white; anything in between is confusing. Before, when
things got confusing, Caitlin went to her older brother, Dev-
on, for help. But Devon was killed in a school shooting, and
Caitlin's dad is so distraught that he is just not helpful. Cait-
lin wants everything to go back to the way things were, but
she doesn't know how to do that. Then she comes across
the word closure--and she realizes this is what she needs.
And in her search for it, Caitlin discovers that the world may
not be so black and white after all.

The Thing About Jellyfish
By Ali Benjamin

After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is
convinced that the true cause of the tragedy must have
been a rare jellyfish sting--things don't just happen for no
reason. Retreating into a silent world of imagination, she
crafts a plan to prove her theory--even if it means traveling
the globe, alone. Suzy's achingly heartfelt journey explores
life, death, the astonishing wonder of the universe...and the
potential for love and hope right next door.

The Remarkable Journey of Coyote

Sunrise
By Dan Gemeinhart

Five years. That's how long Coyote and her dad, Rodeo,
have lived on the road in an old school bus, criss-crossing
the nation. It's also how long ago Coyote lost her mom and
two sisters in a car crash. Coyote hasn't been home in all
that time, but when she learns that the park in her old
neighborhood is being demolished--the very same park
where she, her mom, and her sisters buried a treasured
memory box--she devises an elaborate plan to get her dad
to drive 3,600 miles back to Washington state in four
days...without him realizing it.

Tips for Magicians
By Celesta Rimington

Harrison Boone used to sing. His mom was a famous sopra-
no who performed in all the great theaters. But when she
died unexpectedly last year, the music stopped for Harrison
too. He finds comfort in practicing magic tricks to become a
master magician. If only Harrison knew the right magic to
stop his dad from hitting the road for a new job and sending
him to live with his aunt Maggie in an art village named
Muse in the southern Utah desert. The residents of Muse
believe in a magical entity that used to grant wishes to the
winner of the town's annual art contest, but the muse hasn't
been seen in years.

Summerlost

By Ally Condiie

It's the first real summer since the accident that killed Cedar's
father and younger brother, Ben. Cedar and what's left of her
family are returning to the town of Iron Creek for the summer.
They're just settling into their new house when a boy named Leo,
dressed in costume, rides by on his bike. Intrigued, Cedar follows
him to the renowned Summerlost theatre festival. Soon, she not
only has a new friend in Leo and a job working concessions at
the festival, she finds herself surrounded by mystery. The mys-
tery of the tragic, too-short life of the Hollywood actress who
haunts the halls of Summerlost. And the mystery of the strange
gifts that keep appearing for Cedar.

GRAPHIC NOVELS

The Stonekeeper
By Kazu Kibuishi

After the tragic death of their father, Emily and Navin move with
their mother to the home of her deceased great-grandfather,
but the strange house proves to be dangerous. Before long, a
sinister creature lures the kids' mom through a door in the base-
ment. Em and Navin, desperate not to lose her, follow her into an
underground world inhabited by strange creatures, robots, and
talking animals.

J Graphic Amulet Vol 1

Claudia and Mean Janine
By Raina Telgemeier

Claudia and her sister, Janine, may as well be from two different
planets. Claudia, who pays more attention to her artwork and
The Baby-sitters Club than her homework, feels like she can't
compete with her perfect sister. Janine studies nonstop, gets
straight As, and even takes college-level courses! But when
something unexpected happens to the most beloved person in
their family, will the sisters be able to put aside their differences?
J Graphic Baby-Sit Vol 4
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When Friendship Followed Me Home
By Paul Griffin

Ben Coffin has never been one for making friends. As a for-
mer foster kid, he knows people can up and leave without so
much as a goodbye. Ben prefers to spend his time with the
characters in his favorite sci-fi books...until he rescues an
abandoned mutt from the alley next-door to the Coney Is-
land Library. Scruffy little Flip leads Ben to befriend a fellow
book-lover named Halley--yes, like the comet--a girl unlike
anyone he has ever met. Ben begins thinking of her as
"Rainbow Girl" because of her crazy-colored clothes and her
laugh, pure magic, the kind that makes you smile away the
stormiest day. Rainbow Girl convinces Ben to write a nov-
el with her. But as their story unfolds Ben's life begins to
unravel, and Ben must discover for himself the truth about
friendship and the meaning of home.

The Shape of Thunder
By Jasmine Warga

Cora hasn't spoken to her best friend, Quinn, in a
year. Despite living next door to each other, they ex-
ist in separate worlds of grief. Cora is still grappling
with the death of her beloved sister in a school shoot-
ing, and Quinn is carrying the guilt of what her broth-
er did.

Lemons
By Melissa Savage

Lemonade Liberty Witt's mama always told her: When life
gives you lemons, make lemonade. But Lem can't possibly
make lemonade out of her new life in Willow Creek, Califor-
nia--the Bigfoot Capital of the World--where she's forced to
live with a grandfather she's never met after her mother
passes away. Then she meets eleven-year-old Tobin Sky, the
CEO of Bigfoot Detectives Inc., who is the sole Bigfoot in-
vestigator for their small town. After he invites Lem to be his
assistant for the summer, they set out on an epic adventure
to capture a shot of the elusive beast on film. But along the
way, Lem and Tobin end up discovering more than they ever
could have imagined. And Lem realizes that maybe she can
make lemonade out of her new life after all.

The Line Tender
By Kate Allen

Wherever the sharks led, Lucy Everhart's marine-biologist
mother was sure to follow. In fact, she was on a boat far off
the coast of Massachusetts, collecting shark data when she
died suddenly. Lucy was seven. Since then Lucy and her
father have kept their heads above water-thanks in large
part to a few close friends and neighbors. But June of her
twelfth summer brings more than the end of school and a
heat wave to sleepy Rockport.

Prairie Lotus
By Linda Sue Park

Prairie Lotus is a powerful, touching, multilayered book
about a girl determined to fit in and realize her dreams: get-
ting an education, becoming a dressmaker in her father's
shop, and making at least one friend. Acclaimed, award-
winning author Linda Sue Park has placed a young half-
Asian girl, Hanna, in a small town in America's heartland, in
1880. Hanna's adjustment to her new surroundings, which
primarily means negotiating the townspeople's almost
unanimous prejudice against Asians, is at the heart of the
story. Narrated by Hanna, the novel has poignant moments
yet sparkles with humor, introducing a captivating heroine
whose wry, observant voice will resonate with readers.

Counting By 7s
By Holly Goldberg Sloan

Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with
nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it
comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to
connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents, but
that hasn't kept her from leading a quietly happy life. ..
until now. Suddenly Willow's world is tragically changed
when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone
in a baffling world.

Right As Rain
By Lindsey Stoddard

It's been almost a year since Rain's brother Guthrie died,
and her parents still don't know it was all Rain's fault. In fact,
no one does--Rain buried her secret deep, no matter how
heavy it weighs on her heart. So when her mom suggests
moving the family from Vermont to New York City, Rain
agrees. But life in the big city is different. She's never seen
so many people in one place--or felt more like an outsider.
With her parents fighting more than ever and the anniver-
sary of Guthrie's death approaching, Rain is determined to
keep her big secret close to her heart. But even she knows
that when you bury things deep, they grow up twice as tall.

The Night Diary
By Veera Hiranandani

It's 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has
been separated into two countries- Pakistan and India. The
divide has created much tension between Hindus and Mus-
lims, and hundreds of thousands are killed crossing borders.
Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't
know where she belongs, or what her country is anymore.
When Papa decides it's too dangerous to stay in what is
now Pakistan, Nisha and her family become refugees and
embark first by train but later on foot to reach her new
home. The journey is long, difficult, and dangerous, and
after losing her mother as a baby, Nisha can't imagine losing
her homeland, too.

The Truth As Told By Mason Buttle
By Leslie Connor

Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in his grade, and
everyone knows he can barely read or write. Mason's learn-
ing disabilities are compounded by grief. Fifteen months
ago, Mason's best friend, Benny Kilmartin, turned up dead
in the Buttle family's orchard. An investigation drags on, and
Mason, honest as the day is long, can't understand why
Lieutenant Baird won't believe the story Mason has told
about that day. Both Mason and his new friend, tiny Calvin
Chumsky, are relentlessly bullied by the other boys in their
neighborhood, so they create an underground haven for
themselves. When Calvin goes missing, Mason finds himself
in trouble again. He's desperate to figure out what hap-
pened to Calvin and, eventually, Benny.

Red, White, and Whole
By Rajani LaRocca

Reha feels torn between two worlds: school, where she's the
only Indian American student, and home, with her family's
traditions and holidays. But Reha's parents don't under-
stand why she's conflicted--they only notice when Reha
doesn't meet their strict expectations. Reha feels discon-
nected from her mother, or Amma, although their names
are linked--Reha means "star" and Punam means "moon"--
but they are a universe apart. Then Reha finds out that her
Amma is sick. Really sick. Reha, who dreams of becoming a
doctor even though she can't stomach the sight of blood, is
determined to make her Amma well again. She'll be the per-
fect daughter, if it means saving her Amma'’s life.

The Boy, The Boat, & The Beast
By Samantha M. Clark

A boy washes up on a mysterious, seemingly uninhabited
beach. Who is he? How did he get there? The boy can't re-
member. When he sees a light shining over the foreboding
wall of trees that surrounds the shore, he decides to follow
it, in the hopes that it will lead him to answers. The boy's
journey is a struggle for survival and a search for the truth--
a terrifying truth that once uncovered, will force him to face
his greatest fear of all if he is to go home.

When Life Gives You Mangoes
By Kereen Getten

A small village on a Jamaican island.

A girl who doesn't remember the previous summer.

A best friend who is no longer acting like one; a new girl
who fills that hole in her heart.

A summer of finding fallen mangos, creating made

up games and dancing in the rain.

Secrets she keeps from others...and herself.

The courage to face the truth even in the toughest of
storms.
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