
H I S TO R I C A L  I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic, 1912 
By Lauren Tarshis 

George Calder must be the luckiest kid alive - he and his little 
sister, Phoebe, are sailing with their aunt on the Titanic, the 
greatest ship ever built! George can't resist exploring every inch 
of the incredible boat, even if it gets him into trouble. But one 
night while George is off exploring, a terrible boom shakes the 
entire boat. Soon the impossible is happening: The Titanic is 
sinking. J Graphic I Survived 

Big Apple Diaries 
By Alyssa Bermudez 

It's the year 2000 in New York City. For 12-year old Alyssa, this 
means splitting time between her Puerto Rican dad's apartment 
in Manhattan and her white mom's new place in Queens, navi-
gating the trials and tribulations of middle school, and an epic 
crush on a new classmate. The only way to make sense of it all is 
to capture the highs and lows in doodles and hilarious comics in 
a diary. Then life abruptly changes on September 11, 2001.   
J Graphic Bermudez 

Bud, Not Buddy 
By Christopher Paul Curtis 

It's 1936, in Flint Michigan. Times may be hard, and ten-
year-old Bud may be a motherless boy on the run, but 
Bud's got a few things going for him: 
1. He has his own suitcase full of special things. 
2. He's the author of Bud Caldwell's Rules and Things for 
Having a Funner Life and Making a Better Liar Out of Your-
self. 
3. His momma never told him who his father was, but she 
left a clue: flyers advertising Herman E. Calloway and his 
famous band, the Dusky Devastators of the Depression!!!!!!  

The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate 
By Jacqueline Kelly 

Calpurnia Virginia Tate is eleven years old in 1899 when she 
wonders why the yellow grasshoppers in her Texas back-
yard are so much bigger than the green ones. With a little 
help from her notoriously cantankerous grandfather, an 
avid naturalist, she figures out that the green grasshoppers 
are easier to see against the yellow grass, so they are eaten 
before they can get any larger.   

Dead End in Norvelt 
By Jack Gantos 
Melding the entirely true and the wildly fictional, Dead End 
in Norvelt is a novel about an incredible two months for a 
kid named Jack Gantos, whose plans for vacation excite-
ment are shot down when he is "grounded for life" by his 
feuding parents, and whose nose spews bad blood at every 
little shock he gets. But plenty of excitement (and shocks) 
are coming Jack's way once his mom loans him out to help a 
feisty old neighbor with a most unusual chore--typewriting 
obituaries filled with stories about the people who founded 
his utopian town.  

The Great Brain 
By John Dennis Fitzgerald 

The best con man in the Midwest is only ten years old.  Tom, 
a.k.a., the Great Brain, is a silver-tongued genius with a 
knack for turning a profit.  When the Jenkins boys get lost in 
Skeleton Cave, the Great Brain saves the day.  Whether it's 
saving the kids at school, or helping out Peg-leg Andy, or 
Basil, the new kid at school, the Great Brain always manages 
to come out on top-and line his pockets in the process. 
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Shield of the Maccabees 
By Eric A. Kimmel 

In this graphic novel set during the time of the Maccabees, Jona-
than a young Jewish boy forges an unlikely friendship with Jason 
his Greek neighbor. J Graphic Shield 
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The Queen’s Favorite Witch 
By Benjamin Dickson 

Elizabethan England is a time of superstition and strange 
goings on. If you have a problem, it's common to go to a 
witch for help. And Queen Elizabeth I is no different...When 
Daisy -- a precocious young witch -- learns of the death of 
the Queen's Royal Witch, she flies to London to audition as 
her replacement. But Daisy is from a poor family, and they 
don't let just anyone into the Royal Court. The only way into 
the palace is to take a job as a cleaner. J Graphic Queen’s 
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I Survived the Attacks of September 11, 
2001 
By Lauren Tarshis 

On the day that shocks the world, one boy just wants to find 
his family. The only thing Lucas loves more than football is 
his Uncle Benny, his dad's best friend at the fire department 
where they both work.  

 

Lucy & Andy Neanderthal 
By Jeffry Brown 

The laugh-out-loud adventure features Lucy and her goofball 
brother Andy, as the duo take on a wandering baby sibling, 
bossy teens, cave paintings, and a mammoth hunt. But what will 
happen when they encounter a group of humans? J Graphic 
Shield 
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Daisy and the Deadly Flu 
By Julie Gilbert 

In 1918, fourteen-year-old Daisy's family has fallen on hard 
times. Her sister Elsie's fiance was recently deployed to fight 
in World War I, and her father's newspaper was forced to 
shut down for criticizing the U.S. entrance into the war. 
When the Spanish Flu arrives in her small town in Minneso-
ta, Daisy tries to shield her loved ones from the devastating 
illness. As the influenza pandemic sweeps through the na-
tion, can Daisy protect those closest to home?  

The Lost Scroll of the Physician 
By Alisha Sevigny 

After a brutal fire takes their parents' lives, Sesha and Ky, 
children of the pharaoh's royal physician, are left charming 
snakes and stealing food to survive. Unsure of who to trust, 
the pair are found and brought back to the palace, where 
the pharaoh tasks Sesha with finding a rare medical docu-
ment her father was transcribing. But are the royals hiding 
something?  

Some Kind of Courage 
By Dan Gemeinhart 

Joseph Johnson has lost just about everyone he's ever 
loved. He lost his pa in an accident. He lost his ma and his 
little sister to sickness. And now, he's lost his pony-fast, 
fierce, beautiful Sarah, taken away by a man who had no 
right to take her.Joseph can sure enough get her back, 
though. The odds are stacked against him, but he isn't 
about to give up. He will face down deadly animals, danger-
ous men, and the fury of nature itself on his quest to be 
reunited with the only family he has left.  

Sink or Swim 
By Steve Watkins 

It's been a month since the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Amer-
ica is officially at war with Germany and Japan, and every-
one wants to do their part. In twelve-year-old Colton's case, 
that means stepping up at home once his older brother, 
Danny, ships out with the navy. But before Danny leaves for 
boot camp, the brothers are fishing on the Atlantic Ocean 
when Danny's boat is capsized by a Nazi U-boat, nearly 
killing him.When more U-boats start attacking the next day, 
Colton realizes just how close the enemy is to American 
shores.   

Lifeboat 12 
By Susan Hood 

With Nazis bombing London every night, it's time for thirteen-year-old 
Ken to escape. He suspects his stepmother is glad to see him go, but 
his dad says he's one of the lucky ones--one of ninety boys and girls to 
ship out aboard the SS City of Benares to safety in Canada. 
 

Eleanor: Crown Jewel of Aquitaine 
By Kristiana Gregory 

Fourteen-year-old Eleanor of Aquitaine lives in a castle in 
Poitier, France, with her father Count William of Aquitaine 
(son of William the Conqueror), and her 12-year-old sister 
Petronilla. Their mother died several years earlier, so their 
grandmother and ladies-in-waiting raise the girls. Eleanor is 
extremely intelligent and literate, having been carefully edu-
cated by royal tutors. Spinning bores her, as does weaving, 
sewing, and other housewifery skills expected of her. She 
would rather be a knight and ride off to war.   

Yellow Star 
By Jennifer Rozines Roy 

"In 1945 the war ended. The Germans surrendered, and the 
ghetto was liberated. Out of over a quarter of a million peo-
ple, about 800 walked out of the ghetto. Of those who sur-
vived, only twelve were children. I was one of the twelve." 
For more than fifty years after the war, Syvia, like many Hol-
ocaust survivors, did not talk about her experiences in the 
Lodz ghetto in Poland. She buried her past in order to move 
forward. But finally she decided it was time to share her 
story, and so she told it to her niece, who has re-told it here 
using free verse inspired by her aunt. This is the true story of 
Syvia Perlmutter. 

The Body Under the Piano 
By Marthe Jocelyn 
Aggie Morton lives in a small town on the coast of England 
in 1902. Adventurous and imaginative but deeply shy, Ag-
gie hasn't got much to do since the death of her beloved 
father... until the fateful day when she crosses paths with 
twelve-year-old Belgian immigrant Hector Perot and discov-
ers a dead body on the floor of the Mermaid Dance Room! 
Aggie and her new friend will need every tool at their dis-
posal to solve the case before Aggie's beloved dance in-
structor is charged with a crime Aggie is sure she didn't 
commit.   

Number the Stars 
By Lois Lowry 

Through the eyes of ten-year-old Annemarie, we watch as 
the Danish Resistance smuggles almost the entire Jewish 
population of Denmark, nearly seven thousand people, 
across the sea to Sweden. The heroism of an entire nation 
reminds us that there was pride and human decency in the 
world even during a time of terror and war.  

The Portal 
By Kathryn Lasky 

Life used to be great for Rose: full of friends, a loving mom, 
and a growing fashion blog. But when her mother dies in a 
car crash, Rose is sent away to live with a strange grand-
mother she hardly knows and forced to attend a new school 
where mean girls ridicule her at every turn. The only place 
Rose finds refuge is in her grandmother's greenhouse. But 
one night she sees a strange light glowing from within it. 
She goes to investigate...and finds herself transported back 
five hundred years to Hatfield Palace, where she becomes 
servant and confidant of the banished princess Elizabeth, 
daughter of King Henry VIII. 

The Lucky Ones 
By Linda Williams Jackson  

It's 1967, and eleven-year-old Ellis Earl Brown has big 
dreams. He's going to grow up to be a teacher or a lawyer--
or maybe both--and live in a big brick house in town. There'll 
always be enough food in the icebox, and his mama won't 
have to run herself ragged looking for work as a maid in 
order to support Ellis Earl and his eight siblings and niece, 
Vera. So Ellis Earl applies himself at school, soaking up the 
lessons that Mr. Foster teaches his class--particularly those 
about famous colored people like Mr. Thurgood Marshall 
and Miss Marian Wright--and borrowing books from his 
teacher's bookshelf.  

Lily and the Great Quake 
By Veeda Bybee 

Lily is a twelve-year-old Chinese American girl living in San 
Francisco's Chinatown when an earthquake destroys her 
home and sets her neighborhood on fire. Separated from 
her parents, Lily must help her younger brother and neigh-
bor escape San Francisco. As the city burns, Lily struggles 
to keep her group close as they face peril and racism. Will 
Lily be reunited with her parents and make it across the bay 
to the safety of Oakland?   

Charlotte’s Rose 
By A.E. Cannon 

In 1856, 12-year-old Charlotte and her widowed father are 
members of a Welsh handcart company on the Mormon 
Trail, so poor they cannot afford wagons but must push 
carts from Iowa City to Utah. When a woman in the compa-
ny dies giving birth, and her husband is too distraught to 
care for the baby girl, Charlotte grandly offers to care for 
the baby, whom she names Rose.  
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