The Line Tender
By Kate Allen

Wherever the sharks led, Lucy Everhart's marine-biologist
mother was sure to follow. In fact, she was on a boat far off
the coast of Massachusetts, collecting shark data when she
died suddenly. Lucy was seven. Since then Lucy and her
father have kept their heads above water--thanks in large
part to a few close friends and neighbors. But June of her
twelfth summer brings more than the end of school and a
heat wave to sleepy Rockport.

The Next Great Paulie Fink

By Ali Benjamin

When Caitlyn Breen begins her disorienting new life at
Mitchell School--where the students take care of real live
goats and study long-dead philosophers, and where there
are only ten other students in the entire seventh grade--it
seems like nobody can stop talking about some kid named
Paulie Fink.

| Can Make This Promise
By Christine Day

All her life, Edie has known that her mom was adopted by a
white couple. So, no matter how curious she might be about
her Native American heritage, Edie is sure her family doesn't
have any answers. Until the day when she and her friends
discover a box hidden in the attic--a box full of letters
signed "Love, Edith," and photos of a woman who looks just
like her.

The Remarkable Journey of Coyote
Sunrise
By Dan Gemeinhart

Five years. That's how long twelve-year-old Coyote and her
dad, River, have lived on the road in an old school bus, criss
-crossing the nation. It's also how long ago Coyote lost her
mom and two sisters.

For Black Girls Like Me
By Mariama Lockington

Makeda June Kirkland is eleven-years-old, adopted, and
black. Her parents and big sister are white, and even though
she loves her family very much, Makeda often feels left out.
When Makeda's family moves from Maryland to New Mexi-
co, she leaves behind her best friend, Lena--the only other
adopted black girl she knows--for a new life.

Get a Grip, Vivy Cohen!
By Sarah Kapit

Vivy Cohen is determined. She's had enough of playing
catch in the park. She's ready to pitch for a real baseball
team.

GRAPHIC NOVELS

All’'s Faire in Middle School

By Viictoria Jameison

Eleven-year-old Imogene (Impy) has grown up with two parents
working at the Renaissance Faire, and she's eager to begin her
own training as a squire. First, though, she'll need to prove her
bravery. JGraphic All’s

Real Friends
By Shannon Hale

Newbery Honor author Shannon Hale and New York Times best-
selling illustrator LeUyen Pham join forces in this graphic memoir
about how hard it is to find your real friends--and why it's worth
the journey. J Graphic Hale

Be Prepared
By Vera Brosgol

All Vera wants to do is fit in, but that’s not easy for a Russian girl
in the suburbs. Her friends live in fancy houses and their parents
can afford to send them to the best summer camps. JGraphic Be

Lost in NYC
By Nadja Spiegelman

The sights.. .. the sounds . .. the SMELLS! New York's
crowded subway system is known for many things, but be-
ing easy on a lost kid isn't one of them. When Pablo gets
separated from his new schoolmates during his first field
trip in New York City, he doesn't know how he'll be able to
find them again. JGraphic Spiegelman

The Baby-Sitter’s Club
By Ann M. Martin

Kristy, Mary Anne, Claudia, and Stacey are best friends and
founding members of The Baby-sitters Club. Whatever
comes up -- cranky toddlers, huge dogs, scary neighbors,
prank calls -- you can count on them to save the day. Baby-
sitting isn't always easy, and neither is dealing with strict
parents, new families, fashion emergencies, and mysterious
secrets. But no matter what, the BSC have what they need
most: friendship. JGraphic Baby-Sit

Invisible Emmie
By Terri Libenson

This is the story of two totally different middle school girls,
and how their lives unexpectedly intersect one day, when an
embarrassing note falls into the wrong hands. JGraphic
Libenson
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The Sun Will Come Out
By Joanne Levy

Twelve-year-old Bea Gelman and her best friend Frankie are
planning the BEST SUMMER EVER at Camp Shalom--a
sleep-away camp. But at the last minute, Frankie bows out,
leaving painfully shy Bea on her own.

A Soft Place to Land
By Janae Marks

Joy Taylor has always believed home is the house she lived
in her entire life. But then her dad lost his job, and sudden-
ly, home becomes a tiny apartment with thin walls, shared
bedrooms, and a place for tense arguments between Mom
and Dad. Hardest of all, Joy doesn't have her music to es-
cape through anymore. Without enough funds, her dreams
of becoming a great pianist--and one day, a film score com-
poser--have been put on hold.

Amber Brown Goes Fourth
By Paula Danziger

Amber Brown isn't entirely ready for fourth grade. She has
her pens, pencils, new clothes, and new shoes. But the one
thing she doesn't have is her best friend, Justin Daniels.
Justin has moved away, leaving Amber utterly best friend-
less. Amber knows Justin can't be replaced, but she is on
the lookout for a new friend. Brandi seems a likely choice,
but does Brandi want to choose Amber in return? Will Am-
ber Brown go fourth, and go forth, with a new best friend?

Junie B., First Grader At Last!
By Barbara Park

It’s a new school year, and everything is different. Junie B.
Jones has a new class, a new teacher, and even some new
friends. She also has a new problem—she might need to get
glasses! Will Junie B. manage to convince her parents that
her eyes are just fine the way they are? How important
could that blurry stuff on the chalkboard be, anyway?

Front Desk

By Kelly Yang

Mia Tang has a lot of secrets. Number 1: She lives in a mo-
tel, not a big house. Every day, while her immigrant parents
clean the rooms, ten-year-old Mia manages the front desk
of the Calivista Motel and tends to its guests. Number 2: Her
parents hide immigrants. And if the mean motel owner, Mr.
Yao, finds out they've been letting them stay in the empty
rooms for free, the Tangs will be doomed. Number 3: She
wants to be a writer. But how can she when her mom thinks
she should stick to math because English is not her first
language? It will take all of Mia's courage, kindness, and
hard work to get through this year.

Left Out
By Tim Green

All Landon Dorch has ever wanted was to be like everyone
else. But his deafness and the way he talks have been obsta-
cles all his life. Now he finally gets an opportunity to fit in.
Bigger and taller than any other seventh grader at his new
school, Landon plans to use his size to his advantage. But
football, and making a place for himself on the Bronxville
team, proves harder than he thought, especially when the
coaches encourage him to be their oversize water boy.

Hello, Universe
By Erin Entrada Kelly

In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways.
Virgil Salinas is shy and kindhearted and feels out of place in
his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia Somerset, who is
deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly lonely, and she loves eve-
rything about nature. Kaori Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psy-
chic, whose little sister, Gen, is always following her around.
And Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids would just stop be-
ing so different so he can concentrate on basketball.

Fishina Tree
By Lynda Mullaly Hunt

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every
time she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to
read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions. She is afraid
to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her
newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid under-
neath the trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so
hard on herself and that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of.

Extra Credit
By Andrew Clements

Itisn't that Abby Carson can't do her schoolwork. She just
doesn't like doing it. And in February a warning letter arrives
at her home. Abby will have to repeat sixth grade--unless
she meets some specific conditions, including taking on an
extra-credit project to find a pen pal in a distant country.
Seems simple enough.

Freckle Juice
By Judy Blume

Nicky has freckles--they cover his face, his ears, and the
whole back of his neck. Sitting behind him in class, Andrew
once counted eighty-six of them, and that was just a start!
If Andrew had freckles like Nicky, his mother would never
know if his neck was dirty. One day after school, Andrew
works up enough courage to ask Nicky where he got his
freckles. When know-it-all Sharon overhears, she offers
Andrew her secret freckle juice recipe--if he pays.

Ungifted

By Gordon Korman

When Donovan Curtis pulls a major prank at his middle
school, he thinks he's finally gone too far. But thanks to a
mix-up by one of the administrators, instead of getting in
trouble, Donovan is sent to the Academy of Scholastic Dis-
tinction, a special program for gifted and talented students.

Same Sun Here
By Silas House

Meena and River have a lot in common: fathers forced to
work away from home to make ends meet, grandmothers
who mean the world to them, and faithful dogs. But Meena
is an Indian immigrant girl living in New York City's China-
town, while River is a Kentucky coal miner's son.

lvy and Bean
By Annie Barrows

Ivy and Bean are sure they won't like each other. But a
little mischief later, and their preconceptions don't stand
a chance - suddenly they're best friends.

Wonder
By R.J. Palacio

August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up
until now, has prevented him from going to a mainstream
school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants noth-
ing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid--but his new
classmates can't get past Auggie's extraordinary face. Be-
ginning from Auggie's point of view and expanding to in-
clude his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others,
the perspectives converge to form a portrait of one commu-
nity's struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance.
In a world where bullying among young people is an epi-
demic, this is a refreshing new narrative full of heart and
hope.

When the World Turned Upside-Down
By K. Ibura

Nobody expected a tiny little virus to change the whole
world in such a big way, especially not Shayla, Liam, Ai, and
Ben. But when school closes to keep everyone safe, their
lives turn upside down. It is one thing to learn that the out-
side world isn't safe, but why does it seem that the virus is
causing trouble inside their homes too? As they each strug-
gle to adjust to life in quarantine, they discover they are not
alone: their apartment building is full of people who need
their help. Working together, they begin to see that there is
power in numbers.
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